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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination, there 
must change the attitude the public toward the disease Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1°38. 

FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE 

The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these States, 
Hansen’s disease rarely communicated contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
practically non-communicable disease. 
The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not.a single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 
Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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MODERN APPROACH ANCIENT PROBLEM 
Frederick Johansen, Medical Director 
U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 


This the text talk given Dr. Johansen before luncheon meeting the 
Kiwanis Club the St. Charles Hotel New Orleans, La., June 10, 1947. 


very heartening and encouraging 
know that you are sufficiently 
speak you understand that two 
your fundamental principles are 
and observance the Golden 
There one who has, through 
the centuries, been more flagrantly denied 
fair play than has the person who con- 
tracted leprosy. There one who has 
been more consistently and cruelly left 
outside the application the Golden 
Rule than has that same man woman. 
you the Kiwanis the United States, 
determine that fair play and the Golden 
Rule shall applied persons tragi- 
cally labeled then the U.S. Public 
Health Service will have powerful ally 
its fight free that class sick persons 
the shackles misrepresentation 
and ignorance. 

Since well said, weigh opin- 
much more convincirg know who says 
thing than how many said it, will lay 
credentials the table. have been 
practicing physician for years, amem- 
ber the United States Public Health 
Service for years, and for all that 
period have served continuously the 
United States Marine Hospital Carvil- 
le, Louisiana. That the National Lep- 
rosarium, the only institution the con- 
tinental United States where person af- 
flicted with leprosy can receive treatment. 
Hewever. confess candidly that, like 
most other persons, even Officer 
the Public Health Service. thought little 
and knew little this disease until was 
delegated work with it. You see, most 
people think leprosy something 
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years 6000 miles off. comes shock 
them that can contracted here 
the United States; that his next door 
neighbor might have it. has been en- 
demic Louisiana, that is, can clear- 
traced, for over century. 
with three other states, Texas, Florida, 
and California, account for per cent 
the admissions. After that, there 
fair sprinkling throughout the country 
that today our patient population 392 
represents admissions from 
When say 78% admissions are ac- 
counted for from the States Louisiana, 
Texas. Florida and California, mean 
the present patient body. The hospital 
Carville has had continuous existence 
and years under the United States Pub- 
lic Health Service. After the Federal Gov- 
ernment took over from the State 
Louisiana was rebuilt entirely, 
the bed capacity increased over 500, 
every department provided required 
the American Medical Association for 
Class hospital, and competent med- 
ical staff detailed, including full-time 
dentist, resident the station. The 
grounds were cleared and beautified. 
golf course and tennis court were laid out; 
also baseball diamond. Social activities 
the patients are catered the Re- 
creation Building where, addition 
the movies (films three times week) the 
patients have dances, dramatic perform- 
ances, and many other educational and 
recreational gatherings. Yes, prov- 
iding adequate hospital facilities con- 
cerned, the Public Health Service has 
done first-class job. 

But, are not satisfied. find, that 
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after quarter century what may 
called the hospital approach, that this 
isolating men, women and even 
small children who have contracted lep- 
rosy, not accomplishing our main ob- 
jective, that is, the eradication this dis- 
ease the United States. are chang- 
ing our tactics and are working toward 
individual approach the treatment 
each case. Perhaps should tell you 
first the facts leprosy. But those facts 
are fewand simple and the fallacies are 
many and deadly, that the Public 
Health Service and the patients them- 
selves thru the medium their own paper 
STAR”’ are launching vigorous 
informational program feeling that 
eradicate the fallacies. the facts will stand 
self-revealed. The general public under 
much misapprehension what the dis- 
ease is. Leprosy mildly communicable 
disease, affecting the skin and the nerves, 
whose causative organism the Hansen 
bacillus. One the very few things which 
has been done with the disease was ac- 
complished abeut years ago Nor- 
wegian physician named Hansen, who 
demonstrated the organism that now 
when can demonstrate the Hansen 
bacilli know that undoubtedly 
have case leprosy. Now that have 
mentioned Doctor Hansen, may say 
that there concerted effort the part 
doctors and others interested this 
disease away with the word leprosy 
and substitute for the term 
the beginning this talk, 
order intelligible had say lep- 
rosy. From now shall speak Han- 
sen’s disease. Shakespeare did not know 
his psychology when said that ‘‘a rose 
any other name would smell sweet’’. 

You have undoubtedly heard some- 
thing the new medical 
gram instituted several years ago 
predecessor, Doctor Faget his 
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Staff. 1941 began treatment with 
the sulfones, promin, diasone, and later 
promizole. Results have been gratify- 
ing almost startling. Twenty-four 
patients who have been under promin 
and diasone treatment have been discharg- 
arrested cases and considered 
longer menace public health. 
not speak the disease being 
but being arrested. Our criteria for dis- 
charge that patient must clinically 
free from all symptoms and have had 
twelve consecutive monthly negative ex- 
aminations. other words: have been 
free from all symptoms for one whole 
year. The results this new medical treat- 
ment clearly indicate that there should 
cates that longer should the 
technic, him’’, applied eve- 
the many factors which might iso- 
lation not only unnecessary but positively 
undesirable. Before the new social pro- 
gram can put into effect, public fears, 
based entirely erroneous ideas, must 
corrected. The greatest 
sion under which the general public la- 
ity Hansen’s disease. Instezd the 
high communicability usually attributed 
it, have said, only feebly com- 
municable. assumed that long and 
intimate contact generally precedes infec- 
tion. One the questions most fre- 
quently asked is, does catch 
and with all other workers this 
field, must answer honestly, not 

All germ diseases are not 
the same fever, for 


instance, communicated through the 
alimentary tract; tuberculosis through the 
respiratory tract; the streptococcic infec- 
tions through open wound abra- 
sion; malaria, bubonic plague and many 
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other diseases through intermediary 
agent, mosquito, rat, etc. Now simply 
not know despite extensive research, 
how the Hansen bacillus transmitted 
from one person another. When 
have solved that problem the question 
isolation will dissolved. guard 
against one thing and that will effective. 
Within the memory many persons now 
living when case yellow fever was dis- 
covered New Orleans, shotgun quar- 
antine was thrown around the city. 
one could leave. Trains stopped running; 
ships remained tied the harbor. 
discovered that yellow fever was 
carried the mosquito the panic fears 
were killed, and short time did 
away with the disease. hope the 
same with disease but it’s big- 
ger job. Since our quarter century’s 
experience Carville clearly demonstrat- 
the need more scientific, which 
incidentally more humane, manner 
treating this class sick persons. Sur- 
geon General Parran last year created 
National Advisory Board Leprosy. The 
presence the board such men 
Doctor L.F. Badger. member the 
National Institute Health, Doctor 


George McCoy, Professor Preven- 


tive Medicine Louisiana State Univer- 
sity Medical School, J.A. Perkins 
the New York State Health Depart- 
ment. and other men similar profes- 
sional caliber insures the validity any 
recommendation made them The 
board has met number times under 
the direction Surgeon General Thomas 
Parran. believe will quite the 
point present you some their 
recommendations,which included empha- 
sis case finding; locate and treat 
early cases; out-patient treatment where 
indicated and possible; follow dis- 
charged patients; toinclude periodic ex- 
aminations and program education 


for diseased persons, their families and the 
general public. The core the new plan 
find the disease its early stages and 
treat with the new sulfone drugs. was 
advocated that local and state health de- 
partments collaborate the program. 
The main effort should made areas 


_where the disease seems flourish, such 


California, Texas, Florida and Louis- 
iana. With all physicians alerted for de- 
tection the disease, Public Health Ser- 
vice officers familiar with its symptoms 
could orient doctors with limited experi- 
ence with the disease. Other measures re- 
commended would provide medical social 
workers, extension occupational and 
physical therapy and recreation facilities 
and intensified educational program 
aimed the patient, the family and the 
general public. appeal you, Kiw- 
anians, not leave the man, woman 
child with Hansen’s disease outside 
your reckoning when you apply that 
Golden Rule, unto others you 
would have others unto 

NCTE: More than 200 Kiwanians and their 
guests heard Dr. Johansen speak. His lis- 
teners were interested the subject 
and fcllowing his talk Dr. Johansen answered 
many questions. During the discussion period 
told the Kiwanis that there are estimat- 
500 1500 persons with disease 
not undergoi treatment this 
the 392 patients Carviile, probably 
who have the disease but not communica- 
ble stages could released with danger 
the public. 


COMING AND GOING 
During the first six months 1947, 
patients were admitted this hospital. 
the same period patients were dis- 
charged and patients died. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE 
STAR old address well new. This 
necessary locate your address our files. 
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THE CSTRICH HIDES HIS HEAD 


Ignorance and fear have forever been 
the millstone around the neck man. 
The reasoned conclusions science are 
often buried under myriad inhibit- 
ions that have found origin supersti- 
tions, legend, and much Hansen’s 
disease concerned, the fallacies Bib- 
‘ical translation and interpretation. Too 
often scientists themselves ignore dis- 
card reason favor their own condi- 
tion beliefs. How can tear Hansen’s 
disease away from the stigma leprosy? 
How can exclude the prejudiced think- 
ing about leprosy while teaching the facts 
about disease? 

The first step must the reeducation 
the public and medical profession 
like, the acknowledgment that auto- 
matic denials this ignorance and defen- 
ses protect their uninformed are not so- 
lution. Governor Warren California 
rose immediately the defense his 
State Health Department when cor- 
respondence last year said, Di- 
rector Acute Communicable Diseases 
has the responsibility for keeping abreast 
the latest developments regard 
the treatment and handling individuals 
suffering from leprosy...maintains close 
liaison with the U.S. Marine Hospital, 
this field, and result this arrange- 
ment, new information 
disease becomes available, the health of- 
ficers the State are immediately appris- 
health officers California have en- 
lightened attitude toward this disease and 
their efforts education the public 
have met with moderate degree suc- 

Yet, the nine patients who have come 
from California this year have found 
dling’’ consistent with ‘‘enlightened 


attitude’’ and that regularly practiced 
California. 

When General Omar Bradley was ap- 
prised that number veterans would 
probably show the symptoms Hansen’s 
disease the next few years, replied 
that the Veterans’ Administration felt 
that veterans afflicted with this disease 
were good hands, meaning course, 
that the veterans upon arrival this Ma- 
rine Hospital would good hands, 
But why ignore the need for least diag- 
nostic aid service and veterans’ hospi- 
tals facilitate their coming Carville 
time insure recovery? 

Take the case Tom Holstein, Navy 
veteran. who three years was hospit- 
alized and discharged times without re- 
ceiving correct diagnosis. wasn’t un- 
til February while patient 
Fort George Wright Station Hospi- 
tal, Washington, that Major Long diag- 
nosed Tom having leprosy. Tom ap- 
peared before the hospital’s clinical con- 
ferences and before members the 
Spokane Medical Society. None were able 
prescribe treatment. Obviously some- 
thing wrong when this gross ignorance 
not only tolerated, but encouraged. For 
when the Surgeon Office, 
Army, was advised this matter, Colonel 
Doan replied, ‘‘It considered that in- 
stead being negligent their handling 
this patient, the mcdical staff Fort 
George Wright Station Hospital was 
unusually alert discovering leprosy 
existed, especially view the fact that 
diagnosis had not been made other 
Praise for the system that 
brought succes, only after three years 
failure failure because these same 
refusals aknowledge weakness their 
system. Then too, Col. Doan ignored the 
fact that Fort George Wright Hospital di- 
agnosed and treated Tom erroneously ona 
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previous admittance. And also ignored 
the three months this veteran spent with- 
out medication while red tape was being 
cut for his transfer here. Nor that these 
three months impotence the part 
the staff, fear leprosy dominated ev- 
ery move. 

From the attitude concern befitting 
his position, was suddenly subjected 
the neglect and suspicion that might 
accorded wild This atmosphere 
despair was turn transmitted Tom 
who preferred let his family think 
had disappeared rather have them 
burdened with his hopeless existence. The 
arrival the first STAR gave Tom his 
first smile months and caused one 
the who brought cheer 
the patients marvel that anyone his 
place could smile. After Tom had received 
file back issues THESTAR, re- 
sumed correspondence with his fiancee. 
describing his situation THE STAR 
after the paper had bridged the 
tween despair and hope, wrote, 
one knew the treatments even knew 
what Hansen’s disease was. One doctor 
enter room until was 
told hurt him. asked ev- 
very doctor that came here THE 
STAR, and think, only one doctor 
knew anything about Hansen’s. Some 
doctors still don’t believe THE STAR. 
are keeping room about 
seven ten, ard didn’t have radio, 
nearly crazy Major Long trying 
outdoors little 

Why should such ignorance tolerat- 
that Tom’s only ray hope must 
delayed for three months? Why should 
fear predominate the reactions lep- 
rosy that just the erroneous association 
that name with disease panic 
medical men the neglect their 
Could these denials and excuses, 
these refusals admit that there prob- 
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lem? Why should the indisputable fact 
that few doctors are cognizant the dis- 
ease meet with instant denial from Gene- 
ral Bradley and condition defended 
that allows Tom Holstein’s oft-repeated 
situation happen again and again. 
probably not entirely the doctors’ fault, for 
Tom wrote THE STAR, you 
for answering letter done lot 
good for me. The doctors are doing some- 
thing for now. showed one the 
doctors your letter and everything started 
happen. Four wanted write 
Dr. Johansen it. Seems 
like I’m special man now. Doctors are 
coming every hour see Obvi- 
ously, the denial these things 
the existence situation that allows 
survive. 

The problem probably best summed 
this letter from Colonel G.H. Rarey, 
regular Army and Vice President the 
American Federation the Physically 
Handicapped. Major General 
Kirk, Surgeon General, U.S Army: 

General Kirk: 

regret that must bring your at- 
tention this instance what appears 
inexcusable ignorance, and neglect 
duty upon the part certain medical of- 
ficers duty Fort George Wright, 
Spokane, Washington. appears that 
Thomas Holstein began receiving treat- 
ment only after showed the medical 
officers letter dated April 23, that 
had received from the Editor THE 
Note: Tom did not re- 
ceive treatment until was transferred 
here) monthly magazine published 
the patients the U.S Marine Hospital, 
Carville, La. understanding that 
the C.O. Fort Wright, was advised three 
months ago, Feb. 25, report this 
case the Surgeon General’s Office (Pub- 
lic Health Service) with view expe- 
diting the transfer this patient the 
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Carville hospital. the facts are stated 
above, not understand why this vet- 
eran should caged small room, 
and prevented from taking proper exer- 
cise, for three months. not under- 
stand how army doctor could 
ignorant, fearful this ‘‘feebly com- 
disease, and neglectful 
his duty medical officer, that 
would refuse enter any room 
nor can understand how you can afford 
trust military patients such doctor! 
Due military service the many en- 
demic areas the last war, unknown 
number our armed forces will, during 
the next few years, found have con- 
tracted leprosy. Some these, doubt, 
will still the military service and 
stand need early diagnosis and treat- 
ment. view the Fort Wright inci- 
dent, the following questions occur 
and submitting you for your 
consideration: How many army doctors 
are incapable recognizing leprosy when 
they see it? How many are lacking 
courage refuse enter room with 
person afflicted with leprosy? Will the 
army continue employ doctor who, 
save himself, would refuse treat avy 
patients? The treatment accorded Ameri- 
cans who are afflicted with leprosy 
matter deep concern this organiza- 
tion. There good reason for subject- 
ing them treatment such alleged 
have been accorded this veteran. 
are now engaged effort educate 
the public, including the medical profes- 
sion, upon the subject leprosy. find 
that civilian practice, leprosy has been 
diagnosed syphilis, tuberculosis, etc., 
and evidence ignorance upen the part 
numerous members the medical 
profession continues come in. ap- 
pears entirely possible that lack in- 
formation concerning the diagnosis and 
treatment leprosy may one the 
its ability survive this 
**continued page 11** 
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experience and ability coupled with 
fine personality and boundless en- 
thusiasm count. then William Richard- 
son recently appointed Director 
Community Services for this hospital, 
will certainly make the job. And 
make mistake about it, view the 
heterogeneous population our com- 
munity, this and not position. 

Mr. Richardson graduate St. 
Francis Xavier University, Nova 
Canada, and attended the School So- 
cial Work, Washington University. 
has had field work community organiza- 
tion International College. Elsinore, 
Denmark, and Bruges, Belgium. From 
1936 using grant for reconstruc- 
tion made Dominions’ Office, London, 
England, Mr. Richardson was Director 
Co-operative Division, Commission 
Government, Newfoundland and Labra- 
dor. trouble shooter for Farm 
Security Administration, Department 
Agriculture, Washington, C., working 
chiefly Midsouthern States from 
Community Enterprises. War Relocation 
Authority, Department Interior, organ- 
izing all commercial services and com- 
munity activities the camps for people 
Japanese ancestry. 

Although Mr. Richardson has been 
with for only two months, his report 
Community Problems the 
Carville Marine Hospital’’ (page 
shows that has intelligently sympa- 
thetic understanding our situation and 
tructive about it. 


Dr. Johansen will leave July 
visit the Leprosarium, St. Croix, Virgin 
Islands. will return August The 
purpose his trip observe the clin- 
ical progress the patients and submit 
suggestions for improvement conditions. 
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SOME COMMUNITY PROBLEMS THE 
CARVILLE U.S. MARINE HOSPITAL 


William Richardson, 
Director Community Services 


Definitions 

Colony the name commonly used 
Carville describe the area 
within which the patients live. Be- 
cause its connotations, seems 
unfortunate designation, but be- 
cause other word usage 
this time, forced for the sake 
clarity use it. 

the term used describe 
the colony not hospital with 
389 patients but rather neigh- 
borhood where 589 people live, 
people whose relationships with 
one another are complex and who 
are involved many activities 
which medical treatment only 
one. Roughly, two-thirds the 
patients are active and capable 
participating recreation, study 
and some types work. 

Problems are those factors which, be- 
cause they contribute the un- 
happiness and mental ill-health 
the patients, are inimical their 
physical recovery. 

The able-bodied patient living year 
and year out restricted area can not 
treated medical case only. has 
problems that are created his situation. 
His relationships with others the 
ony are far more clearly defined than 
they would the outside. natu- 
ral community there always the factor 
change bringing relief the most ex- 
cruciating situations. But the Colony 
little orno change. For this reason 
what might seem trivial Baton Rouge 
may have tremendous importance 
hurts deeper and very little forgotten. 
Il. Some the principal elements caus- 


ing unrest and anxiety among the patients 
are: 

The patient impotent 
anything about the welfare those 
from whom separated. Although his 
centre gravity may remain hundreds 
miles away, the orbit his activities has 
been removed the colony. 

probably acquired before arriving some 
the things which once acquired are ex- 
tremely difficult without. The cut 
ties family, home, friendship and work 
can bleed whole lifetime. Even the pa- 
tients with little attachments the 
outside are separated from the very 
making attachments; they are isolated 
from possibility. 

Even the outside 
world person who lacks the incentive for 
applying himself job either through 
the necessity earning money through 
genuine interest the work itself has 
handicap which makes mental and emot- 
ional balanee difficult maintain. With- 
the Celony this sense purposelessness 
enlarged beyond the normal because 
unrelieved the variety distractions 
that are found the normal community. 

The situation itself 
discouraging the patient who 
knows must stay here for indefinite 
number years that likely give 
and sink into apathy. 

General Solutions 


Since the problems described originated 
the patient’s removal from natural 
community institution, the overall 
aim should make the Colony 
much like natural community pos- 
sible and eliminate all unnecessary 
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functions institutional character. 

The chief things which mark the life 
the Colony institutional are: 

The absence work opportunities 
and the change improve one’s condi- 
tion. 

The way the patients are housed. 

The way they are fed. 

The way they are clothed. 

The way the rules and regulations 
are made and enforced. 

The way the patients are enter- 
tained. 

proposed that Division Com- 
munity Services set the 
Marine Hospital. The Director Com- 
munity Services would directly respon- 
sible the Medical Officer Charge. 
The Director Community Services 
would undertake the following projects 
within the Colony: 

Adult education 

Education for work and private 
business. Fifty-five patients 
have requested opportunity 
learn trade business. All 
the things they could 
the Colony. For example, Hair- 
dressing. Two beauticians could 
make job for themselves 
the Colony and improve their 
financial condition. The same 
true with dressmaking and 
stenography. the men, more 
were interested radio than 
any other occupation. Not only 
engineering, design and repair 
but announcing, acting, sports- 
casting, reporting and 
sound effects. first step 
this program report should 
made each possible appli- 
cant for instruction with regard 
background, interests, abili- 
ties and work tolerance The 
cost this program will 
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chiefly the cost equipment 
and the cost transportation 
volunteer teachers from Ba- 
ton Rouge, and Louisiana State 
University. certain that 
there would trouble 
getting the freely given assist- 
ance experts each type 
work. The vocational education 
program would prepared 
cooperation with Dr. A.W. 
Reggio. 


Personal Services. 


The office the 
Director Community Services should 
located within the Colony. This office 
should open throughout the day and 
evening patients with any problem 
suggestion regarding all activities and ser- 
vices non-medical nature. This office 
would act asa clearing house. Most the 
matters could handled there but all 
those matters requiring from 
the Medical Officer Charge could 
brought his attention the regular 
meeting between the Medical Officer 
Charge and the Director Community 
Services. 

Case Work The 
Community Services office should pro- 
vide assistance patients who have family 
financial problems Patierts who sup- 
ported contributed the support 
relatives outside themselves 
helpless position such responsi- 
bilities. This can most harassing for 
the patient, completely distracting him 
from the business adjusting himself 
life the Colony. The office should in- 
vestigate all such cases and explore the 
possibility securing aid cutside 
agencies, public and rivate, with offices 
the locality from which the patient was 
taken. 

The blind, the disabled and 
the partly blind disabled should the 
particular concern the office The of- 
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fice should make certain that all reason- 
able demands patients are taken care 
aa. Wheelchair transportation. 
bb. Letter reading. 
cc. The office should make 
certain that those patients who fail 
keep their rooms clean are given 
tance. 
dd. Some amount spending 
money for those without any income. 
The Director Community 
Services should make every attempt 
study and understand the situation 
every patient and find out how the 
educational 
tional programs can designed take 
him in. 

Recreation. the case Adult 
Education, the various activities should 
organized the Colony with the help 
patients’ committees but should 
stimulated continual visits leaders 
each field recreation from the outside. 

For example. the group interested 
Little Theatre can meet read and sel- 
ect plays, try out for parts and begin 
rehearsals. During two months the fall 
dramatics director can brought 
twice week for rehearsals. Also dramat- 
societies from Louisiana State Univer- 
sity and University should in- 
vited place the Colony their itinera- 
ry. 
With the exception softball, there 
very little organized recreation the Col- 
ony. choral society and two orchestras 
should organized. one them Latin- 
American. Sports tournaments, festivals, 
treasure hunts, square dancing and cos- 
tume parties should stimulated the 
Recreational Aide. 

particular project that combines both 
recreation and vocational education the 
Radio Project. 

Radio. There has always 
been need the Colony for public 


address system. Because the number 
buildings and the large area they cover, 
itis very difficult find patient who 
not his own room, and even 
his room, messenger must sent for 
him when needed. public address sys- 
tem were installed with outlet the 
reception room each floor every 
building, would possible for the 
Medical Officer Charge send mess- 
age anyone within the Colony and 
have delivered once. 

Another reason why the P.A. System 
needed that some the patients are 
not able attend games, particularly the 
blind and the disabled. Through the P.A. 
system they could not only hear every 
game described but could also hear news 
and programs designed particularly 
them. 

propesed therefore install such 
P.A. system. This will provide outlets 
and interested audience for the pa- 
tients radie company 

Combined with the P.A. system would 
Amateur Radio station. This setup 
would provide education and recreation 
the following phases radio work: 

aa. Radio engineering 

bb. Telegraphy 

cc. Repair 

dd. Voice, diction and an- 
nouncing. 

ee. News commentation 

ff. Sportscasting 

gg. Radio script writing 

hh. Little Theatre group 
could put radio plays, skits and soap 
operas) 

ii. Singing, solo and choral 

jj. Orchestras 

kk. Radio advertising 

Such program would awaken great 
deal interest and would involve large 
percentage the patients some capacity. 

various groups actually developed 


**continued page 14** 
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MEDICAL CALLERS 


Here this hospital often have the 
opportunity meeting distinguished 
medical men from all over the world. 
Doctors working with disease 
other countries would more think 
visiting the U.S. without coming Car- 
ville than traveling potentate would 
pass Washington. 

nel put this way, ‘‘We look Carville 
set the Dr. Fennel, formerly As- 
sociate Professor Pathology the Uni- 
Illinois, has Hawaii since 
1919. His special interest Hansen’s dis- 
ease goes back many years and has long 
been member the Board Hospitals 
and Settlements the Territory Hawaii 
which administers the receiving station 
Kalihi near Honolulu and the famed Lep- 
rosarium Kaluapapa, Molokai. 

Here for several days June Dr. Fen- 
nel said, came the States especially 
visit Carville and trade 
reported that although promin has been 
use Kaluapapa for little more than 
the results have been spectacular. 
Dr. Fennel convinced that education 
has been correcting other misconcep- 
tions are have enlightened 
public opinion. However added em- 
the people until you educate the 

THE STAR had not met Dr. 
Fennel before, but felt that knew 
him well because his thoughtfulness 
through the years. are indebted 
him for copy Ernie magnifi- 
cent serieson Kaluapapa which Pyle 
wrote after spending two weeks visiting 
the settlement. 

During his visit Dr. Fennel renewed 
acquaintance with Dr. Louise Box former- 
Kaluapapa, and met Dr. D.P. Con- 
well, Belgian Congo, guests here. 


Dr. and Mrs. Ezra Hurwitz 
Palo Seco Canal Zone, are vacationing 
the States for the first time five years. 
Naturally, their vacation included 
shown above when called THE 
STAR Office June 13. Dr. Hurwitz 
has been charge Palo Seco, 
leprosarium, for the past years. Mrs. 
Hurwitz, charming Panamanian, went 
Palo Seco her and has 
served cheerfully there with her husband 
ever since. 

Dr. Hurwitz reported that his 116 pa- 
tients tend truck farms, special apartments 
are provided for married couples and eve- 
rything done promote normal com- 
munity life. The old oil 
therapy has been given favor 
promin and Dr. Hurwitz was enthusiastic 
about the new drugs. 


**continued page 11** 
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DR. ERICKSON BRINGS HOME 
THE BACON 

The coveted silver medal, given for the 
originality and excellency presentation 
their exhibit the scientific section 
the recent American Medical 
tion’s Convention held Atlantic City, 
has been received this United States 
Marine Hospital. The silver medal which 
emblematic second place the ap- 
proximately entries was awarded 
the division individual investigation 
and tribute the pioneering done 
our medical staff under Dr. Faget 
the use the new drugs, promin, 
diasone, and promizole the treatment 
Hansen’s disease. 

lion’s share the credit for winning 
goes Dr. P.T. Erickson, Sister Hilary 
Ross whose clinical photography dra- 
matic, and Roland Roberts THE 
STAR who did the charts and graphs. 
Dr. Erickson who was charge the ex- 
hibit the convention and received the 
award for the hospital. reports that over 
fifteen thousand doctors from all over the 
country, Canada, England, South Amer- 
ica, the Philippines, Cuba, etc., attended 
and showed encouraging interest 
the subject Hansen’s disease. The great 
interest shown the Carville exhibit and 
the constant flow mew 
caused Dr. Erickson spend most his 
time with our expesition. 

Erickson’s paper Chemother- 
apy read before the section 
dermatology and syphilology, was ex- 
tremely well received. precipitated live- 
discussion led Dr. Harold Johnson 
Hawaii, and Dr.M Van Studdiford 
New consultant the local 
staff. request has been made for the 
exhibit repeated the Convention 
the American Public Health Association 
held Atlantic City October 
and the American Dermatological So- 
ciety’s meeting Cleveland December. 


Roland Roberts one the busiest 
patients this hospital. plant superin- 
tendent THE STAR, often called 
upon exercise his mechanical ingenuity 
keep our ancient p.ess rolling. his 
spare time gratifies his flair 
drawing exceptionally good graphs, maps, 
and charts which add much the scien- 
tific exhibits presented this hospital 
medical conventions. Roland shown 
bove getting his material ready for ex- 
hibit which Dr. B.F. Prejean. our resident 
Dentist, will take the American Dental 


Ostrich...continued page 

Sincerely yours, 
G.H. Rarey. 

Now wonder whether General Kirk 
will instinctively rise the defense his 
organization deny this state affairs 
whether will try improve ac- 
knowledging the need for action remedy 
these glaring faults. Key Pitt 


Medical Callers. cont’d from page 

very impressed with the entire set- 
Carville and the cooperation the 
patients, well the hopeful outlook 
the said Dr. Clement Chester- 
June 26. touring the the invi- 
tation the American Mission. Dr.Chest- 
erman has had considerable experience 
with Hansen’s disease Africa where 
people are affected the disease. 
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| 
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July 


The Independence Day weekend was 
busy one for Dr. Johansen. the 
Fourth July flew Cleveland, 
Ohio, where July 5th attended 
meeting the Medical Advisory Board 
the Leonard Wood Memorial which 
amember. Back home his desk 
Monday, July 7th, Dr. Johansen said 
that the Board’s agenda had been heavy 
that they could not complete their busi- 
ness and they will meet again New 
York City August 

Dr. Johansen told the members the 
Advisory Board the splendid results 
achieved Carville with the use the 
sulfa drugs. reported that believed 
they are the best treatment ever used. 
thing that encouraging,’’ 
added, that even the disease does not 
become restive all patients show impro- 
vement after the 

Dr. Malcolm Soule, Chairman 
the Board, said that the coming meet- 
ing New York the Board will probably 
recommend that the Memorial establish 
stations various parts the world 
extend the work carried Carville 
the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Dr. Johansen told interviewer John 
Blair the Cleveland ‘‘Plain 
that, ‘‘We must educate the public that 
the fear the disease out proportion 
the danger involved. Leprosy very 
difficult contract. Most people are nat- 
urally immune Commenting the 
stated, attend- 
ing the conference were living examples 
that the disease not easily contracted. 
Dr. Johansen has been leprosy work for 
years Carville, and Dr. H.W. Wade. 
here from the Island Leprosarium Cu- 
lion the Philippines. has been doing lep- 
rosy pathological research for years. Dr. 
Wade, the United States for the first time 
since 1938, has been Culion since 1922. 


LEONARD WOOD GROUP MEETS 


Also taking part the Cleveland meet- 
ing were Dr. Badger the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service Surgeon 
General Parran: Dr. Howard 
Director Reserve University 
Pathology Perry Burgess. Ge- 
neva-on-the-Lake, President the Me- 
morial. Dr. James Doull, Chief the 
Bureau International Relations, 
Public Health Service; Brig. General 
James Simmons, Dean the School 
Public Health, Harvard University; 
Dr. Ricardo Guinto, Assistant Epidemiol- 
ogist the Dr. Jose Rodriguez, 
Leprologist doing work Western Re- 
serve University. and Dr. Jose Tolentino, 
Superintendent the Leprosarium 
Cebu the Philippines 

The Leonard Wood Memorial (Ameri- 
can Leprosy Foundation) devoted ex- 
clusively leprosy research. Its motto 
leave scientific step untaken that 
holds any promise finding solution 
this age old disease the human 
While Governor General the Philip- 
pines, Leonard Wood, physician and sol- 
dier, took great interest the leprosy 
problem there was his earnest efforts 
behalf sufferers that inspired the 
Memorial and through the years the Me- 
morial has carried its research work 
principally the Philippines Some work 
now being this country one 
the scientists Harvard 
Medical School. 

Contrary almost general impres- 
sion, the Leonard Wood Memorial does 
not conduct any its research work 
Carville understand that Perry Bur- 
gess. author Who Walk and 
friend patients with disease 
all over the world, has indicated that the 
Memorial would willing work here 
Public Health Service. 


continued the bottom next column 
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EDUCATIONAL STRIDES 

Live Elsie McCormick 
June will reach world wide 
audience. The author advises that the 
State Department has requested the right 
use the article radio form their 
short-wave broadcasts all over the world. 
Live will sent State 
Department missions Continental Eu- 
rope, Latin America, the Middle East, the 
Far East, and Africa. The material will 
distributed State Department Press 
Officers for translation and republication 
local periodicals. The State Depart- 
ment also plans send the article Ger- 
many, Austria, Japan, and Korea for 
translation and possible republication 
the periodicals now operating under li- 
cense from the Military Govern- 
ment. says Miss McCor- 
mick, THE STAR throwing its beams 
around the globe, since was seeing 
copies THE STAR that first interested 


1946 our American Legion Post adop- 
ted resolution urging that the H.S. in- 
vite the Memorial. One the most impor- 
tant points our United Patients’ Com- 
mittee’s program presented the Surgeon 
General’s Advisory Committee last Decem- 
ber made similar request. The P.C. 
pointed out that the research program 
leprosy should expanded and that this 
could facilitated having the 
locate part it’s research work here. The 
U.P.C. program stated. logical 
the Memorial should working Car- 
ville where clinical material available 
all times. Further, the Memorial had its 
own building the grounds the Na- 
tional Leprosarium, has been suggested, 
would stimulate competition among re- 
search workers, both the Memorial and 
the Public Health 


**Patronize our advertizers** 


(Left right: Writer Clemenko, Mrs. Tims, 
Mr. Richardson, Photographer Heyer) 


LOOK FINDS LIFE HERE 

America’s family magazine, Look, spent 
two daysin our village, photographing the 
every day pursuits the local gentry and 
picking some interesting information 
for their readers. Mrs. John Tims 
New Orleans arranged for the visit and 
spent some time giving them their basic 
orientation. From there the education 
writer H.B. Clemenko and photographer 
George Heyer was continued the staff 
and patients. 

Mr. Clemenko has done number 
interesting science articles for Look. 
mong the more notable are his articles 
Parenthood’’ and Ten 
Leading Mr. Heyers best 
known for his photographing ‘‘Stor- 
Our Director Community Serv- 
ices, William Richardson, did fine job 
arranging for the 


Our warm appreciation goes Margaret 
Nickersen Martin, poet and friend the 
handicapped, who devoted her weekly ra- 
dio program Sunday, June 22, over Sta- 
tion WPAG-F.M., Ann Arbor, Michi- 
gan, presenting educational discus- 
sion Hansen’s disease. WPAG thou- 
sand watt station and Mrs. Martin who 
heads the Michigan Lodge the American 
Federation Physically Handicapped re- 
ports that the Station received many calls 
after the program. 


¥ 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

Another interesting program, featuring 
young New Orleans talent, was presented 
Mrs. John Tims June our 
theater. Two very attractive sisters, Jean 
and Beverley Buras, gave informal 
afternoon both popular and clas- 
sical, and were accompanied the piano 
Mr. Charles Chambers, instructor 
Loyola University. Jean, mezzo-soprano 
and the older the two, has been sing- 
ing with the New Orleans Opera Comp- 
any for three and half years, while 
Beverley has sweet clear voice that 
times challenged the vivaciousness 
this sixteen year old personality. 

Mr. Chambers was featured during the 
intermissions selections Chopin and 
Both girls were very en- 
thusiastic about coming back and hope 
they can bring the opera chorus with them. 


Transportation for visiting entertainers 
this hospital has been provided through 
the help Colonel Schugg the U.S. 
Army and Brigadier General ymond 
Fleming, Adjutant General the State 
Louisiana. acknowledge this cour- 
tesy with sincere appreciation. 


Most our Fourth July was spent 
under the giant oak trees that grace the 
front this hospital. While the young- 
sters and few oldsters spent most their 
day lighting firecrackers, the big attrac- 
tion was softball game between two vis- 
iting girls’ teams. The feature for most 
was probably the picnic supper 
served under the oaks. INDEPENDENCE 
fine thing celebrate. 


skill, transcriptions could made 
the best programs for re-broadcast. Later 
the patients did well with the P.A. 
system, small radio broadcasting station 
could procured selling stock locally 
and this could supported with adver- 


**Some Community.. 


NAME? 

sleep last night,’’ said Lee be- 
tween yawns ambled into the Of- 
fice the other day. ‘‘The heat?’’ queried. 
replied, ‘‘just had get some- 
thing off chest. Here 

The patients Carville now have 
lots hope, 
seems that the doctors have got 
the right dope 
That arrest this much feared 
disease. 
But how can you put broken 
heart ease? 
The name will change 
time goes along 
Because according the Bible 
The way we've been treated 
crying shame— 
Not much the disease but the 
fearful name. 
Our freedom coming but seems 
mighty slow, 
Tho’ once branded 
Some day sick people 
called that name 
the doctors the public 
blame? 
sure the sound minded public 
ready act 
When the sound minded doctors 
present them the fact. 
Being cured with the name bad 
its 
give right name and let 
rest. 
Because that’s what was. 
complain, 
You can cure our disease now but 
not the name. 
Changing the name rose won’t 
change its beauty, 
But changing this name some- 
body’s duty. 

Lee Bryan 


' 
>: 
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KEY PITT SPORTS 


The Legion Post 188 All-Star Patients’ 
softball team, sailing along the crest 
six game winning streak, fell in- 
glorious defeat June when they meta 
Tartar the form St. scrappy 
team. Led flash light named 
Landry, they hit hard, fielded with 
decision the base paths with ut- 
ter abandon and complete success. Landry 
turned very creditable mound per- 
formance for the winners and addition 
bunted his way first base three times. 
Each time stole second and third base 
and add insult injury, came 
bat with mate base and hammer- 
home run into deep left field. Thus 
came the walls Jericho down The final 
score was for St. Gerards and 

win over the St. Anthony’s Braves 
and two losses the River Gang filled 
the schedule before the St. Gerard boys 
sent their little brothers down try their 
luck. None these Juniors seemed over 
five feet but they were able garner fif- 
teen runs through bunting, -umpteen 
walks and one lone home run. scored 
five. 

tap for the near future exhibi- 
tion game between two girls’ teams from 
Baton Rouge. From all reports can ex- 
pect them play good better ball 
than the local brigade and they will cer- 
tainly have more color. Incidentally, the 
locals refuse talked into mixed 
game. Losing girls’ team the only 
humiliation left after the loss St. 
youngsters. 
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RADIO STATION CARVILLE 


One the speediest and most econom- 
ical means spreading truthful propa- 
ganda regarding Hansen’s disease would 
via amateur radio. radio amateur 
hobbyist interested the technical art 
radio communication. His only gain 
the pleasure derived from such fasci- 
nating and adventurous pastime. There 
are limits the area can cover, for 
the world his finger tips. There are 
approximately 80,000 radio amateurs 
the U.S. alone. Amateur radio fellowship 
ered together during leisure hour for 
bit congenial conversation and snack 
eat. does not take much imagination 
realize just how the talk such get- 
togethers runs, except with radio ama- 
teurs the conversation may become highly 
technical times 

amateur radio station were ins- 
talled this institution would create 
connecting link with that fellowship. 
Because the distances involved such 
contacts there would fear infec- 
tion, conversation would flow freely, 
ideas would exchanged, and falsehoods 
abolished. bit the outside world 
could brought into Carville and Car- 
ville presented the outside world. 
part their hobby, radio amateurs han- 
dle and deliver messages for anyone con- 
cerned free charge. Anyone here 
could send message any part the 
world would over Western Union. 
Amateur has proven itself many 
times over great morale builder for 
shut-ins. How much more would 
for us. 


D.M. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE 
STAR give old address well new. This 
necessary locate your address our files. 
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NURSING STAFF CHANGES 

After years continuous faithful 
service this hospital, Sister Cornelia 
has been retired. She was one the first 
nurses assigned here after the Federal Gov- 
ernment took over the institution from the 
State Louisiana. Sister Cornelia will 
Providence Hospital, Waco, Texas. 

Sister Frances who has been 
ing duty here for years has been retir- 
because ill health. She now St. 
Hospital, Chicago, 

The new additions our nursing staff 
are Sister Catherine and Sister Veronica. 
Sister Catherine comes from DePaul 
Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri, where she 
was supervisor. Sister Veronica was su- 
pervisor St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
seph, Missouri. 


The patients wired ‘‘Bon Voyage and 
God Speed’’ our Sister Catherine Sul- 
livan who sailed June board the 
Shark’’ for Europe. Sister will 
Italy for the month July, France 
August, and will visit the British Isles 
from September 19, which date 
she will sail for home from Southampton 
the 

Following years service this hos- 
pital, Sister Catherine left here years 
assume her present administrative 
position Assistant Visitatrix, Daughters 
St. Vincent DePaui Marillac Semi- 
nary, Normandy, Missouri. 

matter where her manifold duties 
call, Sister greatest interest 
concerns itself with disease and 
the patients. member the Surgeon 
Advisory Committee and leader 
our educational program, Sister Cath- 
erine keeps close touch with and re- 
turns Carville for visits whenever pos- 
sible. the request THE STAR while 
Sister France, she will visit Ernest 
Munian and other patients with Hansen’s 
disease the St. Louis Hospital, Paris. 
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This young man Frederick William 
Brown. With his mother, Mrs. Clyde 
Brown, nee Aimee Johansen, 
guest the station the quarters his 
grandparents, Dr. and Frederick 
Johansen. 


Now Dr. the head man 
this hospital, but confidentially re- 
liably reported that our M.O.C. already 
under the thumb his pet 
name for most wonderful baby 
the 


Following their visit here, Aimee and 
Boy will join Clyde Houston, 
where they wili make their future 
home. Mr. Brown with the Continen- 
tal Oil Company tnd recent promotion 
transferred him frcm Ponca City, Okla- 
homa. 


Mrs. Gladys Sutton and Mrs. Isabelie 
Watters, U.S. Public Health Service 
Nurses. who have spent the past six 
months duty this hospital for special 
training disease left July 
3rd. Mrs. Sutton will vacation Califor- 
nia and Mrs. Watters Wisconsin. Both 
expect report for duty August 3rd. 
the Marine Hospital New Or- 
leans. 
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FURTHER 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. his remark- 
able record, considering that this 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish ind ubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


Since the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers at- 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DIS- 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are sub- 
ject norestrictions. down, go). 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This 
done only gesture respect the unconvinced and not because there any 


scientific necessity for it. 
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